
Day 7

Aim: How did different groups vie for 
power during the French Revolution?

Get Going: The Declaration of the Rights of Women 
Reading
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Let us spend some time talking about a group of people that it seems 
have been largely ignored as being an incredibly important and 
essential part of history and the development of mankind...
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Women would go on to play a tremendous role in the French 
Revolution.  In fact, in October of 1789, thousands of Parisian 
women rioted over the rising price of bread.  Using knives, axes and 
other weapons, the women marched on Versailles.  First, they 
demanded that the National Assembly take action to provide bread.  
then they turned their anger on the king and queen.  They broke 
into the palace, killing guards along the way.  The women demanded 
that Louis and Marie Antoinette return to Paris.  After some time, 
Louis agreed.  The king and queen would never return to their home
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The French (and the world really) were not ready for women like 
Olympe de Gouges, and she was ultimately executed.  In fact, the 
slogan of the French Revolution became very male centric: 
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The early reforms on the National Assembly were not concerned 
with women's rights, but more so the power of the ________.  
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Think all the way back to the Middle Ages.  What made the church 
so powerful?
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The National Assembly took away land from the church and 
declared that official and priests were to be elected and paid as 
state officials.  This meant that the church lost not only their 
land... but their political independence (what is this called when 
politics and religion are kept separate?)
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Now this might seem like a good thing... however, many peasants 
were _________.  They were opposed to the idea of the state 
controlling the Church and would begin to splinter from the 
national assembly.  While this is going on though...
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Your answer to number three is based on ideas you have, but you do 
not have all of the information.  Back in 1791, the National 
Assembly is still arguing over a new constitution.  By September 
1791, they finally complete the constitution which actually 
creates... a limited monarchy!  Remember, these are people heavily 
influenced by the Enlightenment, and they weren't completely 
against the idea of having a central authority.  However...
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The Results of the French Constitution:

King
Executive 

Power to Enforce Laws

Legislative
Legislative Assembly

Power to create laws and 
approve or reject declarations 
of war 
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This new body of government did not solve the old problems... 
mainly, their were still food shortages and incredible government 
debt. Due to these problems, the Legislative Assembly splintered 
into three groups:

Radicals (left) Moderates (Middle) Conservatives (Right)

Opposed the idea 
of the monarchy 
and wanted 
completed changes 
to the government

Some changes in 
government, but 
not many

Wanted the limited 
monarchy and few 
changes to the 
government
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All of this leads to... War!
But not a French civil war, a war with Prussia who threatened to 
destroy Paris if any of the royal family members were harmed.  In 
the summer of 1792 as they approached Paris, local Parisians broke 
into where the King and Queen were staying.  They massacred the 
royal guards and imprisoned the  King, Queen and their children.  In 
September of 1792, Parisians broke into prisons and killed over 
1,000 nobles, priests and royalists in what was known as the 
September Massacres .  
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Wait..who is running this revolution?  
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