
Day 6

Aim: What were the causes of the French 
Revolution? 

Get Going:  If I broke you into three groups, and there 
were a total of 3 votes to spread out, how many should 
each group get?  How do you make it fair?  Be as 
detailed as possible. 
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Okay, here goes:

Group 1: 1 vote

Group 2: 1 vote

Group 3: 1 vote

Fair?
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In the 1770s, the social and political system of 
France—the Old Regime— remained in place. Under 
this system, the people of France were divided into 
three large social classes, or estates.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WjsqVwWyrI

Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette

Watch the following trailer for the film "Marie Antoinette".  Be 
prepared to discuss the following:

1. How is Marie Antoinette portrayed?

2. How is King Louis Portrayed?

3, How might the way the king and queen were viewed have led to 
Revolution?
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Weak Leaders
Louis inherited debt from previous kings and spent a tremendous 
amount of money fighting the Americans.  However, he and Marie 
Antoinette continued to spend incredible amounts of money on their 
own lavish lifestyles (keeping up the Palace of Versailles is not 
cheap).  Marie Antoinette in particular spent the tax payers money 
on gowns, jewels, gambling and gifts.  This earned her an unflattering 
nickname:
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Madam Deficit
A shortage of 
money
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What do you think are 
the most important 
things we should write 
down about Louis XVI 
from this reading?
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What do you think are 
the most important 
things we should write 
down about Marie 
Antoinette from this 
reading?
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Okay, Louis realizes that things are bad.  So he comes up with a plan 
for the government to get more money.  What do you think his 
"brilliant" plan is for the government to get more money from the 
people?
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Which two estates do you think are going to be particularly upset 
about this?  Which estate has some power to do something about 
it?
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Louis' finance minister Jacques Necker convinces  Louis to call a 
meeting of the Estates-General. This is when all three estates 
meet to approve an act.  It hadn't met in over 175 years!
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So here's how everything would usually go.  Each group would meet 
separately.  The 1st estate would vote, and their vote counted as 1 
(even though they only had 1% of the population).  The second 
estate would get their vote (even though they only had 2% of the 
population).  And the third estate would get their 1 vote (even 
though they had 97% of the population). Then they would all get 
back together, the first and the second estate would vote the 
same way, and the third estate would lose... every time.
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This time... the Third Estate had enough.  They were influenced 
by the _____________, the ___________ and the 
____________.  They felt this was their time.  Enough!
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The Third Estate decided to get together and rename themselves 
the "National Assembly", and that they would pass laws and 
reforms in the name of the French People.  This was done by a 
vote, and it is considered to be the first action of the French 
Revolution.
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The Third Estate delegates 
found themselves locked out 
of their meeting room. They 
broke down a door to an indoor 
tennis court, pledging to stay 
until they had drawn up a new 
constitution. This pledge 
became known as the Tennis 
Court Oath. Soon after, nobles 
and members of the clergy 
who favored reform joined the 
Third Estate delegates.

How would you respond if you 
were King Louis XVI?
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In response to these events, Louis stationed his 
mercenary army of Swiss guards around 
Versailles...
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Up Next...
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