
Day 5

Aim: How did the English Civil War, the Enlightenment and the 
American Revolution help to inspire the French Revolution?

Get Going: Why is inspiration such a powerful force?  Have you ever been 
inspired by someone to such a degree that you change major decisions in your 
life? Can you think of any literary or historical characters that have been 
greatly inspired to change something?  Describe! 
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Results of the English Civil War
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You Say You Want a Revolution?
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Thomas Hobbes was an English 
political philosopher.  He believed 
that only a strong monarch could 

maintain law and order.



Day 5

Hobbes defended 
absolutism... much like 
what Renaissance 
author?
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But Hobbes did 
not believe the 
king’s power came 
from God.  He 
believed it came 
from the people.  
He challenged the 
divine right of 
kings.
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John Locke believed 
that human nature is 
governed by natural 
laws.  In order to 
obey natural laws, all 
humans must 
exercise natural 
rights – the rights 
to life, liberty, and 
property.
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Locke argued that 
the function of 
government was to 
protect these 
rights.
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Montesquieu believed 
that the best way to 
prevent despotism (the 
exercise of unlimited 
power) was to divide 
political power.
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He	  suggested	  that	  all	  governments	  should	  provide	  
for	  the	  separation	  of	  powers	  among	  the	  executive,	  

legislative,	  and	  judicial	  parts.
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Voltaire wrote 
against religious 
intolerance and 
criticized 
governments that 
persecuted people 
for following their 
own faith
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And now... Enter 
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What country does it seem like these European men (and a 
woman you will read about for homework) seem to have 
influenced most?
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The American Revolution Leads to American Independence!
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Do you remember who helped the American's gain their 
independence?  
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Check For Understanding
1) How did the English Civil War influence the French Revolution?

2) How did the European Enlightenment influence the French 
Revolution?

3) How did the American Revolution influence the French 
Revolution?

4) Who are Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette?

5) Why does it feel like King Louis XVI is in trouble before he even 
is crowned?
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